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The North Island has approx. 43 members in an area covering from Mill Bay to 
Port Hardy. There were no formal gatherings of the members in the past year due 
to my health. I hope to start holding meeting again in 2018. 
 
The 33st annual model railroad show in Nanaimo was again a success. Just over 
650 people attended the show, lowest in 20 years mostly due to weather, but 
most vendors I talked with had a very good day. We had 53 NMRA members 
attend the show. Once again we had some very nice operating layouts including 
the Victoria Model Railroader club (HO scale), The Esquimalt Forces club (N scale), 
Richard Slingerland and Ken Peacock joint effort (On30). Sterling Stump also had 
an HO scale switching layout that he allowed children to operate and earn their 
engineering ticket. From the show profits we are once again donating $500 to the 
7th Division. Next year’s show is scheduled for April 22. 
 
The North Island Model Railroad club had another successful 2 day show in the 
Campbell River Museum in January with over 1000 people getting a look at our 
hobby (see report in the March BB). The Vancouver Island Model Railroaders held 
a couple of gatherings this year at a couple of locations. The first was at the 
Cowichan Lake museum and the second at the Parksville Museum. Each had a 
guest speaker and model displays followed by lunch and some layout tours. This is 
a loose organization with 50 plus members and is open to any model railroader on 
the island. Marty Phillips (Parksville) is the lead organizer of their activities. 
 
Finally I would like to give a shout out to Dwight Kato in Courtenay. He has 
recently opened his layout to formal operating sessions and because of this I have 
noticed an increase in NMRA members from the region. Thanks Dwight. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Ken Rutherford 
 
 


